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Abstract

The kingdoms of Cyprus remain a hotly debated issue for the archaeologist
and the historian alike due to the fact that the literary sources present a
constantly fluctuating number. The political institution of the autonomous
city-kingdom was abolished by Ptolemy I Soter in the third century BC,
when the island was annexed by the Hellenistic kingdom of Ptolemaic
Egypt. Definitive answers to the question, “when were the Cypriote
kingdoms founded and what was the geographical extent of their
boundaries,” are still unavailable. In view of the discrepancies between the
archaeological record and the ancient sources, the decision of at least one
European mapmaker, Pierre Moullart-Sanson, to deviate from the
Ptolemaic prototype of the four ancient districts of the island and to
publish (1718) a map with the ancient Cypriote kingdoms and their
boundaries, is astounding. This paper tries to define the specific ancient
source(s) upon which the scholar-cartographer may have relied, and the
extent to which classical scholarship in Europe, especially during the
Enlightenment, influenced the development of the cartography of Cyprus.

THE ENIGMA OF THE KINGDOMS

A foremost riddle that archaeology is expected to elucidate for
the history of ancient Cyprus concerns the emergence and
development of city-kingdoms during the 15t millennium BC.
Considering that literary sources play havoc with the number
and the names of these Iron Age polities, it is not surprising that
archaeological data -fragmentary and inadequate to this day-
often add to the discrepancy. Consequently, no honest scholar
can claim precise knowledge of the number, let alone the names
and the boundaries, of the Cypriote kingdoms at any one time
during their existence.! Definitive answers, to questions such as,
when was a kingdom founded, or what was the geographical
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fig. 1: P. Moullart-Sanson, “Cyprus Praestantia nulli cedens Insulae,”
Paris 1718. Courtesy of Mrs Sylvia Ioannou.

extend of its administrative district, are still unavailable.

In view of this, the unwarranted decision of a Parisian
mapmaker to issue in 1718 a map of the Cypriote kingdoms and
their boundaries is, to say the least, astounding. This paper attempts
to assess the scholarly research that must have been conducted in
the name of this unprecedented cartographic project, before the
Cypriote kingdoms’ map reached the engraving stage. The inception
of archaeological research in Cyprus dates roughly from the
penultimate decade of the 19th century.? Thus, in the early years of
the 18™ century no material evidence relevant to the kingdoms,
such as inscriptions and coinage, was forthcoming. In order to
propose a cartographic reconstruction of the ancient kingdoms’
geography, the mapmaker and his associates had to rely exclusively
on ancient sources. My intention, therefore, is to scan the literary
corpus of antiquity in search of those sources that must have served
towards the production of this exceptional map, whose theme
renders it unique in the history of the cartography of Cyprus.

264



MAPPING THE ANCIENT KINGDOMS OF CYPRUS

. .)‘m-/u/4z hawus sl Urbés sus nulu/mlh.r \
rubrunt Tyranne, deinde Novem REGNORUM X -
frrb,c. fuer 11/1},1({4,/ Persarum Subdite l'/«'z';.m/l @'\
patruo Cypre rage inlgue’ agentr Roman: tusiulamn) W\
/.' capaverunt acin Practoriam Provinciam Sub \
& Orints e co s redegerant : !
2 e militares Romanorum ex 'ﬂ:l;ulﬂl’cum|gcn-4n X 8

deceribuninr

sty lied s
LINSON ol lI(_.;/o«_\J A

1 3 x i Y
W et vidgodned Rid f comantean ¥
veddzas le Lowire. |19

fig. 2: Detail of cartouche.

PIERRE MOULLART-SANSON (d. 1730)

In the year 1703 Pierre Moullart, grandson of Nicolas Sanson
d’Abbeville, added the Sanson to his name. Having sired no
male heirs, the sons of Nicolas Sanson bequeathed to their
nephew, Pierre Moullart, the family’s geographical stock and the
duty to preserve the name of the ‘father of French cartography’.3
Neither Nicolas Sanson nor his sons are credited with the
production of a map of Cyprus.4 Hence, the map of the island
that Pierre issued in 1718 did not belong to the inherited stock;
it was in all respects original. The map carries the names as well
as the boundaries (albeit conjectural) of nine kingdoms (Fig. 1).5
A lengthy text confined within the cartouche (Fig. 2) explains
in Latin that in antiquity the island had cities, which functioned
as the seats of nine kingdoms.¢

One can claim with conviction that this was the first map of
Cyprus that Pierre had issued but not the last. In 1720, only two
years after the first, he published a second map of Cyprus, this
time with legends in French instead of Latin (Fig. 3).7 Curiously,
the two maps resuscitate an out-of-date outline of the island
ascribed to Paolo Forlani Veronese. Forlani was active in Venice
during the dramatic years of the 1560s that led to the Ottoman
invasion of Cyprus in 1570.8 A Latin kingdom from the 12th to
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fig. 3: P. Moullart-Sanson, “L’Isle (et autrefois Royaume) de Chypre,” Paris
1720. Courtesy of the Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation.

the 15t century, the island was subsequently administered by
the Republic of Venice (1489-1570) and fell to the Ottomans in
1571. As a result of the Turco-Venetian conflict, the third
quarter of the 16th century became the ‘golden age’ of Cypriote
cartography.9 Issued in 1570, Forlani’s map illustrates the
island's eleven (administrative?) districts, and Moullart-Sanson’s
second map of Cyprus follows its prototype in terms of the
contents, as well as the shape.10

It is not surprising that Moullart-Sanson’s Cyprus maps share
the same dimensions (345 x 490 mm). They are large but not
folding maps of the size one expects to find in atlases. They have,
for example, nearly the same dimensions as the 1573 Abraham
Ortelius’ map of Cyprus (370 x 495mm) (Fig. 4).!! This should
explain why Andreas and Judith Stylianou expected to find
Moullart-Sanson’s Cyprus maps in atlases: “The two maps of
Moullart-Sanson appear to be rather rare and we have not been
able to trace them in any atlas.”12 It ought to be noted that a copy
of the kingdoms’ map, which was auctioned in Germany in 1998,

266




MAPPING THE ANCIENT KINGDOMS OF CYPRUS

SSEPTENTRIO

7z
-
a
5
v
o

‘,

ME RI I?Ir S.

fig. 4: Abraham Ortelius, “Cypri Insulae Nova Descript. 1573,” Theatrum
Orbis Terrarum, Antwerp 1574. Courtesy of Mrs Sylvia Ioannou.

was described as “from a composite atlas with additional margins
added at sides and bottom.”13 I have received confirmation,
however, by no less an authority than Monique Pelletier, that
Moullart-Sanson never published an atlas.’¥ For what purpose,
then, did he issue two large maps of Cyprus? Francis Herbert,
Curator of Maps at the Royal Geographical Society in London,
suggested that the two maps might have been destined to
compliment the publication of a new book.!> For instance, the
pair could have been engraved as illustrations for a monograph
on the history of Cyprus since antiquity. This hypothesis becomes
more plausible if we recall that at least one such treatise, Johann
Paul Reinhard’s Vollstindige Geschichte des Kéningreichs Cypern
(Erlangen and Leipzig 1766, 1768), which was published in the
second half of the 18t century, contains a pair of folding maps
of the island: ‘Cypri Facies Antiqua’ (236 x 327 mm) is dressed
with ancient contents and ‘Cypri Facies Hodierna’ (367 x 477
mm) with contemporary contents.16

267




MARIA Tacovou

CARTOGRAPHY DURING THE CENTURY OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT17

A short note on the milieu of Moullart-Sanson’s cartographic
career in Paris is essential in understanding the principles of his
work. As a result of the foundation of the Royal Academy of
Sciences (in 1666) by Louis XIV, the Sun King, the 18th century
became a geographically fertile time in France. Cartography was
transformed into an intellectual pursuit and scholar-geographers
applied careful scrutiny to their sources.!’® The period of the
Enlightenment, however, can hardly claim any significant
improvements, as far as the map of Cyprus is concerned. Ever
since 1573, when Giacomo Franco’s cartographic masterpiece
was published by Abraham Ortelius, no European cartographer
had tried to do better with a Cyprus land-map than to copy this
late 16th-century prototype (Fig. 4 as above), which -besides
having perfected the island’s outline- had updated the
toponymic record of Cyprus.!® The repetitive copying of
Ortelius’ Cyprus map of 1573, which resulted as a rule in
inferior products, continued unabated for almost as long as the
island remained a neglected Ottoman province (1571-1879). The
next major development in the cartography of Cyprus took place
in 1851, when the British Admiralty published the sea-chart that
was the result of Captain Thomas Graves’ hydrographical survey
of 1849.20

Engraved in Paris in the first quarter of the 18th century,
Moullart-Sanson’s curious map of the Cypriote kingdoms had no
ambition towards innovative cartography: it was an historical
document. The peculiar political institution of the Iron Age
kingdoms of Cyprus was abolished between 310-294 BC by
Ptolemy I Soter, and the island was annexed to the newly founded
Hellenistic kingdom of Ptolemaic Egypt.2! Almost three centuries
later -after the end of the Civil War in 30 BC- Augustus made
Cyprus part of the Roman Empire. As a senatorial province (since
22 BC), Cyprus was divided into four administrative districts:
Salaminia, Lapithia, Amathusia and Paphia. Every time European
cartographers had reason to illustrate the island’s ancient
geography, their practice was standard: faithful to the description
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of Claudius Ptolemy (5, 14.5), the unchallenged authority of
ancient geography and renaissance cartography, who lived in
Alexandria under the Empire (circa AD 90-168), they indicated
these four administrative districts.22 They can be seen clearly on
a 16™ century small woodcut that accompanies the description of
Cyprus in a bilingual edition of Strabo’s Geography, translated
into Latin by Gulielmus Xylandrus (Fig. 5).23 Another, 17th century
example from Jodocus Hondius Atlas Minor, illustrates ‘ancient’
Cyprus and below six Aegean islands in insets (Fig. 6).24

Neither the primary inspiration that led to the production of
the kingdoms’ map, nor the specific information of the names
of the nine kingdoms could have been attained from Claudius
Ptolemy. In Ptolemy’s Geography the word basileio (regnum)
does not even exist in relation to Cyprus.25 Strabo (circa 63 BC
- AD 25), on the other hand, offers the following hint about the
ancient kingdoms: ‘The Cypriotes were first ruled in their
several cities by kings, but since the Ptolemaic kings became
lords over Egypt, Cyprus too passed to them’ (Strabo 14, 6). It
is ironic to think that this vague statement remains the safest
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fig. 5: ‘Cyprus’ in Henricus Petrus (publisher), Strabonis Rerum Geographi-
carum libri septemdecim, Basle 1571. Courtesy of the Bank of
Cyprus Cultural Foundation.
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fig. 6: ‘Cyprus’ in Jodocus Hondius Atlas Minor, Amsterdam 1610 (Latin
edition). Courtesy of the Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation.

information a cautious scholar would use to this day but it
would have been of no help to Moullart-Sanson. The political
geography of pre-Roman or pre-Ptolemaic Cyprus had never
been mapped before. Moullart-Sanson was not indebted to any
of his European predecessors for the map of the Cypriote
kingdoms. Being a child of the Enlightenment’s ‘positive
geography’, he was led by the principle that “the physical world
could be mapped by means of measurement and the rational
analysis of all sources, be they literary, mathematical, or
cartographic.”26 In fact, as we will see below, his sources for the
map of the ancient Cypriote kingdoms were entirely literary.

THE WRITTEN SOURCES

The earliest available textual sources on the Iron Age kingdoms
of Cyprus are not Greek. They are Assyrian royal inscriptions,
which claim that in 707 BC the kings of Cyprus, who may have
been as many as seven, offered their submission to Sargon II.27
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